DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
Country. Not far away are hills, to which the workers, the miners,
the unemployed, the destitutes would- fain repair on Sundays to
get a little air into their clogged lungs. They cannot get there,
because everywhere are keep-out notices, trespassers-will-be-
prosecuted boards.
So you have an 'Access to Mountains Bill', which does not get
to the Statute Book, and the mountains remain inaccessible.
But back to the House of Lords, The noble marquess laboured
under such emotional strain, as he upheld his rights, that he twice
nearly raised his voice. Telling of an experience almost too
horrible to relate, he said he himself was a member of the Assembly
of the Church of England, at a meeting of which a proposal was
'actually3 (hold on to your seats) made that the Church should
refuse to receive any more rents from coal because it was immoral
to do so, and that, he said warmly, was not just. 'Either you
believe in the sanctity of private property or you do not** There
were, he added, 'disadvantages in the democratic principle and
one of these was apparent now5.
So now you know just what is wrong with the democratic
principle—not the slums, not under-nutrition, not unemployment,
not bad health, but irreverence for the sanctity of private property.
Now you know just why you ought to have a dictatorship,
But try to uphold the sanctity of private property if you are a
small property-owner, not a big one, and you may have very
unpleasant experiences, like that Devonshire poultry farmer who
twice asked the local fox-hunters to keep off his land and
threatened to shoot the hounds if they did not. His complaint was
treated as 'silly, futile and unreasonable*, and when the hunt came
across his poultry farm again and he shot a hound he was
prosecuted, fined £5, and ordered to pay .£6 8s, 6d* costs, You
may put up 'keep-out* boards against unemployed, but not against
fox-hunters. You may forbid English workers to have access to
mountains, but you may not forbid English fox-hunters to have
access to poultry farms.
Then another noble lord, who had inherited his coal from a
long line of ancestors, defended 'private enterprise* in coal-mlniag,
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